THE AMERICAN NOVEL

Bertram Cope's Year (1919) adroitly handled the difficult
theme of a warm friendship between two men, and Not on
the Screen (1930) showed a satirical familiarity with the new
art of the motion picture, Fuller was withdrawn from the
general life. On the Stairs was in effect the memoirs, in the
form of a novel, of a Chicagoan who can never quite adjust
himself to his habitat and who gradually sees the control of
life slipping out of his hands to those of more potent, more
decisive men. Well as Fuller understood the process, he could
not avoid it in himself. Yet he never ceased to exercise a
free and penetrating intelligence. He was not jostled out of
his equilibrium or swept off his feet by torrents of public
emotion. In all he wrote, or all that has been written about
him, there is the sense of a living intellect keeping its coun-
sel and yet throwing off rays of suggestion and illumination.
Under ironical disguises he produced a notable memoir of
himself and a lasting history of the inner life of his city.

There could hardly be a more striking contrast than that
between Fuller's reticent art and the energetic knack of Edna
Ferber (1887- ), who was a reporter on a Wisconsin news-
paper at seventeen and who made her rapid way to popularity
with short stories like those collected in Roast Beef Medium
(1912) and other volumes in which Emma McChesney, a
traveling saleswoman, was the central figure. Fiction had so
seldom shown women in business that Edna Ferbcr for a time
had a new field to herself and worked it thoroughly. She did
not stay in it too long, but moved on to novels of diverse
themes and settings. So Big (1924) took for heroine a woman
truck gardener. Show Boat (1926) was a melodrama of river
life on the Mississippi in the days of floating theaters. Cimar-
ron (1929) reconstructed the rush of settlement into Okla-
homa; American Beauty (1931) the conflict and blending of
native and immigrant strains in Connecticut; Come and Get
It (1935) the logging industry in Wisconsin. All these were
based on much careful research and full of vigorous entertain-
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